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PREFACE 

Tms volume, the result of years of labor and research, contains 
the genealogies of the town of Jaffrey, New Hampshire. The first 
aim in its compilation was to include every family that ever owned 
a home in the town, because if not all indigenous, they were for the 
time being planted in its soil and bore their part in its community 
life. For many reasons it has not been possible to attain this ideal, 
among them, want of space, absence of records, and often lack of co
operation on the part of families concerned. Many families, once 
real estate owners but no longer living here, have been thus omitted, 
and some families not home owners have been included because of 
outstanding public service or identification with the business or social 
interests of the town. Preference has been given to families whose 
genealogical records, available from local sources, might not be found 
elsewhere. Throughout our work special effort has been made to 
trace each family to its immigrant ancestor, the logical starting point 
of an American family lineage. In seventy per cent of the families 
here recorded this has been effected, a larger proportion than in any 
other town history that has come to our notice. 

The family registers that follow have been compiled from many 
sources-town histories, published genealogies, state, county and 
town records of New England and other states, family Bibles, church 
and gravestone records, newspaper files and from correspondence with 
scattered members of families concerned. At the beginning of our 
work, in successive Town Reports an invitation was given to the 
town's people to consult with our history committee in the preparation 
of family registers, but these invitations brought only meager results. 
A few families responded generously in furnishing information and 
aided in the work of compilation, and all information so obtained has 
been used except as occasionally abbreviated by limitation of space. 
As a rule the records in this volume are the result of our own unaided 
research, verified and approved when possible by responsible members 
of the families concerned. 

It has been customary in genealogical registers to devote most 
space to prominent families, and to pass over or omit entirely the 
less distinguished. Such discrimination cannot be justified in a 
town record. Families wax and wane, and present wealth or stand
ing is no assurance of future achievement or usefulness. If some of 
our records are long and some are short, the difference is generally 
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due to the greater or less amount of data available, or to the degree 
of interest and cooperation shown by the family recorded. 

Many families once important factors in our community life have 
left scarcely a line in the fragmentary records of the town. Births 
and deaths were generally verbally reported and evidently recorded 
from memory some time after the event. Church and town records 
do not always agree, and even gravestones sometimes err in their 
inscriptions. Where conflicting dates are found, we have generally 
accepted as authority the Jaffrey vital statistics though in early days 
they were by no means free from error. Of births we estimate that 
previous to 1860 not one half are recorded in the books of the town. 
Marriage records are equally lacking, due in part to a prevalent notion 
that it was clever to steal a march on the curious by slipping away 
after dark some Saturday night to a minister in a neighboring town 
for the ceremony, and to "come out bride" in wedding finery at a 
later Sabbath service. From such broken and often contradictory 
data, inaccuracies are unavoidable, notwithstanding an earnest pur
pose to find out and record the truth. 

As seen in volume one of this work, the Massachusetts grant in 
1736 of Rowley Canada, which included a large part of the present 
town of Jaffrey, had a profound influence in determining the source 
of population and the character of the town for the first century of 
its existence. The Stickneys, Jewetts, Peabodys, Hales and others 
from Rowley-by-the-sea, were the first to settle here . Their venture 
failed, but remained a poignant memory; and when the new township 
of Middle Monadnock (Jaffrey) was granted in 1749, among its first 
permanent settlers, following the flying wedge of Scotch-Irish pio
neers, were many who bore familiar names of the Rowley and other 
Essex County families. They were descendants, relatives and friends 
of the first adventurers in the Monadnock wilderness, and for three 
generations they gave strength and character to the town. 

It might almost be said that all who came from Rowley or Essex 
County and its adjoining towns, were related. James Stevens' 
mother was a Peabody; Priscilla Peabody married John Hale. The 
Stickneys and Jewetts were kin to Jonathan Hopkinson, who brought 
his relatives, the Hunts and Burpees and Baileys. The Baileys 
likewise brought the Perkinses; the Perkinses, the Spoffords; the 
Spoffords, the Goulds. The Baileys were related to the Marshalls, 
the Emerys, the Doles, the Spauldings, the Gages, arid the Worcesters, 
and each of these was rela~ed to other families unnamed. To "go 
a-cousining" was an expression of some significance in those days. 
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Bound together by a network of affinity and common interest they 
constituted a homogeneous social and political organization. Prac
tical considerations governed the most intimate concerns of life. 
Marriages were usually brought about by propinquity. The range 
of true love was confined to easy walking distance. The young men, 
upon reaching man's estate, married the daughters -of their nearest 
neighbors and settled down to harmonious lives in homes of their own 
near those of their parents. Do not be misled if an occasional swain 
finds his helpmeet in Vermont or in the old home town which was the 
cradle of both families. The presumption is that once they were 
neighbors and old acquaintance has not been forgotten. 

The farmer worked side by side with his hired man, who was a 
member of the household, and often, as in fairy tales, married the 
daughter of his employer as well as the farm itself, and lived happ_ily 
ever after. Wonders were accomplished by their unremitting toil. 
In fifty years the unbroken wilderness became a region of cultivated 
fields. The forests retreated to the swamps and recesses of the hills, 
and rocky hillsides became fertile pastures rejoicing in herds. With 
climate favorable to the development of a hardy race, and succeed
ing generations adding to their patrimony the increment of their own 
thrift and toil, 

"Each of these landlords walked amidst his farm, 
Saying, ''Tis mine, my children's and my name's. 
How sweet the west wind sounds in my own trees! 
How graceful climb those shadows on my hill! 
I fancy these pure waters and the flags 
Know me, as does my dog: we sympathize; 
And, I affirm, my actions smack of the soil.'"* 

In 1850, one hundred years after the grant of the township, Jaf
frey had reached its apex in prosperity and numbers under the old 
order. It had a population of 1497, evenly distributed over the 
township. To outward seeming it had fulfilled the dream of its 
founders. But cycles are short in America, and already handwriting 
was on the wall in letters they could not read. From this time on 
the farming districts began their slow decline. Old families were 
going West to better themselves, as they fondly hoped, and the young 
men found more congenial employment in the cities and larger towns. 
About the same time a few Irish and German immigrants found their 
way to Jaffrey and occupied recently vacated farms; but they, too, 
were soon caught by the lure of the cities and disappeared as suddenly 
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as they came. In the period of unrest following the Civil War, con
t inued migration and a declining birth rate still further exhausted our 
native stock. In 1873 our population had declined to 1273, in 299 
family groups; and fifty years later ninety per cent of these families 
had no representatives in the male line living in Jaffrey. 

Fortunately our cotton manufacturing became at this period the 
mainstay of the town, and the loss of our farms was made up by the 
growth of our village. Many French Canadian families came here 
"to get a living" by working with their large families in our cotton 
mill. They were thrifty, industrious and law-abiding and they sup
plied the needed labor and skill, which with our water power has made 
Jaffrey essentially a manufacturing town. During more recent years 
other nationalities have added to our citizenship new resources of 
character and strength. Already their children are active in our 
business and in the responsibilities of citizenship; and their children's 
children attain a scholastic rank never surpassed in our schools. By 
the Federal Census of 1930 we had 2485 inhabitants,-since, by con
servative estimate, increased ten per cent-making us at that date, 
the largest town in wealth and population in Cheshire County, ex
clusive of the city of Keene. 

We have seen the closing of an epoch in our history and the be
ginning of a new era in our community life. The present generation 
will see, with a few exceptions, the names of the race who for more 
than a century, with integrity and honor, performed the duties of 
citizenship, disappear from the rolls of our churches and our town. 
We dedicate our pages to their memory, and while we deplore their 
loss, we rejoice as they would have us do at the renewing of the town 
they loved. 

We began this book in 1926, not knowing where it would lead or 
when it would end. Fifty babies were born that year in Jaffrey, each 
one an historical event, and this year they are trudging by our door 
on their way to school. Our fondest hopes and benedictions go with 
them into the mystery of future years. And so we have learned our 
first lesson, that history is not a worn out tale of long ago; it is that 
which is happening right along. 

And now that the task of years is done and, like Herrick of old in 
retrospection over the poems that were the meager fruit of his life, we 
"idly sit and over-read what we have writ," we realize that we have 
left unsaid much that ought to be said, that we have said much that 
were better unsaid, and that the best has not been told at all; yet we 
have the comforting hope that in our work there may be found some 
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saving truths and flavors of our ear ly days, so that whoever reads what 
we have written will know more of Jaffrey than before and will love 
it none the less. We have dealt with facts, bare and stern, because 
it is too soon for dreaming and there is yet no haze on the Mountain. 
Myth is the spirit of the forgotten past; legend is the poetry of age. 
These will come with the harvest of the years. Of tradition we have 
only a scanty store because our departed families took their memo
ries with them. We who have Monadnock need no fine words for 
our book of Jaffrey. It is ours to save some of the "stuff that 
dreams are made on" for those of the future who shall weave a clearer 
pattern from the poetry of the past. 

ALBERT ANNETT 

ALICE E . E. LEHTINEN 

Jaffrey, Aug. 13, 1934. 



NOTE 

THE genealogical arrangement in the following pages is one in 
common use. Members of each family are numbered consecutively 
from the earliest Jaffrey resident to his latest descendant recorded. 
Parentheses are used to enclose the maiden names of married women. 
In the case of children who in turn became heads of families, the num
ber assigned to the individual is carried forward to a succeeding place 
where it is repeated and included in parentheses, with the capitalized 
name appearing in full. Cross references are given to show relation
ships with other families, by the abbreviation, q. v. (quad vide, which 
see), and also by direct statement . In naming places, that of the state 
is generally omitted when it is obvious from the context . The abbre 
viations used are: b. for born; bp. for baptized; d. for died; m. for 
married; a . for age; g.s. for gravestone. 

Readers unfamiliar with changes in the calendar may inquire in 
regard to double dating found in many of our records, for example, 
Feb. 25, 1746/ 7. Until 1752, in England and her colonies the year 
was reckoned as beginning on the 25th day of March and extending 
to the same date the following year. By the Gregorian calendar, 
generally adopted in 1582, the year began as now on the first day of 
January, and to avoid confusion, after the change was made in Eng
land to the Gregorian calendar, a double figure was employed in 
transcribing dates between Jan. 1 and March 25, until 1752, as shown 
above, the figure 6 being the original record and the 7 its equival ent 
in the new, or present, chronology. 
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THE HAPPINESS OF MAN IS IN HIS FERTILITY. 

TO BE HAPPY IS TO HAVE ISSUE-CHILDREN, 

OR BOOKS WRITTEN, OR THINGS BEAUTIFULLY 

WROUGHT, OR MONUMENTS OF GOODNESS TO LIVE 

AFTER YOU, IF ONLY IN THE MEMORY OF SOME 

TINY HAMLET IN THE FOLDED HILLS. - LEITH. 




